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Smashing September! 

We have had a wonderful start to the new school year, and it has been lovely to see how 

well the children have settled into their new classes. There is a real sense of enthusiasm, 

purpose and joy across our school, and it has been wonderful to see the hard work taking 

place in classrooms and beyond. 

Please take some time to look through the pages of this newsletter, where we celebrate just 

some of the fantastic learning, activities and achievements that have taken place during our 



first month together. We are incredibly proud of the children and all that they are already 

accomplishing. 

During this first month, we have also been celebrating the Season of Creation, taking time to 

reflect on how we are called to be stewards of God's wonderful creation. As a community of 

faith, we have been reflecting on our responsibility to show care, respect and love for our 

world and for one another. Through our learning, prayer and actions, the children have been 

encouraged to consider how each of us can make a positive difference and help to care for 

our common home. 

It has been a joyful and purposeful start to the year, and we look forward to all that the 

coming months will bring. 

Our Catholic Faith - Little Way Week 

 

Next week, we will be celebrating Little Way Week, inspired by the beautiful life and 

teachings of St Thérèse of Lisieux. 

The ‘Little Way’ reminds us that we do not need to do big or extraordinary things to grow 

closer to God. Instead, we can become holy by doing the small, everyday things with great 

love. 

St Thérèse chose to offer each moment of her day to God, including the ordinary, difficult 

and sometimes boring tasks. Whether she was helping with chores, being patient with 

others or showing kindness to someone who was unkind, she tried to do everything with 

love, joy and generosity. 

Living the Little Way is not always easy. It challenges us to be patient, humble and loving, 

particularly when things are difficult. St Thérèse teaches us that small acts of love can make 



a big difference and that each of us has the opportunity to become a saint through the way 

we live each day. 

During Little Way Week, we will be encouraging the children to think about the small things 

they can do to make a difference—to their family, their friends, our school and our wider 

community. 

What small thing could you do next week with great love? 

.  

Sunday Gospel 

 

Jesus said to the chief priests and  the elders of the people, “What  do you think about this? 

A man  had two sons. He went to one  and said, ‘My son, go and work  in my vineyard today.’ 

‘I will not  go,’ his son replied – but later he changed  his mind and went. The man said the 

same  thing to his other son, and the son replied,  ‘Yes, I will’ – but he did not go. Which of 

the  two sons did the will of their father?” “The  first,” they said. Then Jesus said to them,  “I 

tell you truly that those we consider outcasts  are going ahead of you into the kingdom of  

God. Did not John the Baptist come to you,  teaching what is right and true, and you did  not 

believe him? Yet the outcasts believed  him. And even then you did not change your  minds 

and believe him.” 

This story reminds us that even when we don't respond to God in the  best way, we will 

always be forgiven and welcomed back. God our Father is always there to  welcome a 

change of heart. No matter how many times  we need to start again – God will be there for 

us.   



Attendance 

 

A message from St Teresa of Calcutta MAC  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome to a new school year!  

As we begin the 2026–27 academic year, we wanted to share our new Parent Guide to 

School Attendance with you.  

We know that good attendance makes a real difference to children's learning, friendships, 

confidence and wellbeing. Every day in school is an opportunity to learn, grow and be part of 

the school community, which is why every day matters.  

Across St Teresa of Calcutta MAC, we are committed to working closely with families to 

support children to attend school regularly and to overcome any barriers that may make 

attendance difficult. If you have concerns about your child's attendance, please speak to 

your child’s school as early as possible. We are here to listen and help.  

The enclosed guide provides a simple overview of our approach to attendance, including 

what we ask from families, what to do when your child is unwell, term-time holidays, 

punctuality and the support available if attendance becomes a concern.  

We hope you find it useful and, most importantly, that it reinforces our shared commitment 

to giving every child the opportunity to make the most of their time at school.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

With best wishes,  

Professor Paul Ryan  

Chief Executive Officer  

St Teresa of Calcutta MAC  

A Parent Guide to School Attendance 



The Rosary Catholic Primary School 

A message from us 

At The Rosary Catholic Primary School, we know that every child’s journey is different, and 

that family life can sometimes make school attendance challenging for you, 

We also know something very clearly: when children are in school every day, they feel 

more confident, learn more and are happier and more settled in school. 

We see this every day in our classrooms and playgrounds. 

This short guide explains how we support attendance, what we ask of families, and what 

happens if attendance becomes a concern. Most importantly, it explains how we will always 

work with you to support your child. 

Why coming to school every day matters 

When your child comes to school regularly, they: 

• settle into routines that help them feel safe and ready to learn  

• build friendships and feel part of school life  

• learn in small steps without missing important learning  

• grow in confidence and independence  

When children miss school, they can find it harder to keep up in lessons, feel less confident 

in class and feel less connected with their friends. 

We understand that children may be off school from time to time. What matters most is that 

we stay in close contact and work together so that their attendance does not become a 

concern. 

Promoting good attendance 

At The Rosary Catholic Primary School, we actively promote attendance every day. 

We do this by: 

• welcoming children warmly each morning so they feel they belong  

• making sure school is a safe, positive and happy place to be  

• talking with children about why coming to school matters  

• celebrating good and improved attendance  

• keeping families informed so you always know how your child is doing  

• contacting you early if we notice any worries or patterns  



We want children to feel proud of coming to school every day. We want you to feel proud of 

your child’s attendance too! 

What we ask from families 

We ask for your support with a few simple but really important things: 

• please send your child to school every day unless they are genuinely unwell  

• please make sure they arrive on time  

• please contact us on the first morning if your child is absent  

• please avoid holidays during term time  

• please talk to us early if attendance or punctuality becomes difficult for you as a 

family 

We will always work with you, you are not on your own. 

School times and the school day 

To help your child have the best start to the day, please see our school timings below: 

• School gates open: 8.15am for breakfast club and 8.30am for class  

• School day starts at: 8.45am  

• Registration closes: 9.00am  Arriving after this time will mean your child is recorded 

as an absence 

• Afternoon registration: 1.35pm  

• School day ends: 3.30pm  

Children are expected to remain in school for the full school day unless we have agreed 

otherwise. 

Arriving on time is really important, it helps children to quickly settle and to feel ready for 

learning. 

Contacting us about absence 

If your child is going to be absent, please let us know on the first morning. 

You can contact us: 

• Phone: 0121 464 4519]  

Please include: 

• your child’s name  



• reason for absence  

• expected return date (if known)  

If we do not hear from you, we will contact you. This is part of our responsibility to keep 

children safe. 

If your child is unwell 

We know it can be difficult to decide whether your child should stay at home. 

As a guide: 

• Fever/high temperature: children should stay at home until better  

• Vomiting or diarrhoea: children should stay off for 48 hours after symptoms stop  

• Mild coughs and colds: children can usually attend if they feel well  

If your child has a minor condition such as head lice or a cold sore, they can usually still 

come to school. 

If you are unsure, please contact us, we are always happy to advise. 

Appointments 

Where possible, please arrange medical and dental appointments outside of school hours. 

If this is not possible: 

• please let us know in advance  

• provide evidence if requested  

• keep time out of school as short as possible  

We expect children to attend before and after appointments where appropriate. 

Holidays during term time 

We understand how important family time is and how expensive family holidays are in 

school holiday period. 

However, term-time holidays are not allowed unless the circumstances are truly exceptional. 

This is because children miss important learning and routines that are difficult to catch up on. 

Leave during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be 

requested in advance (usually at least one month).  

Unauthorised holidays may result in a penalty notice and if repeated further legal action. 

If you need to request leave during term time, please: 



• complete a Leave of Absence Request Form (available from the school office)  

• submit the request at least one month in advance wherever possible  

• include full details of the reason for the request and dates required  

• wait for written confirmation from the school before making any arrangements  

Please do not assume a request has been approved until you receive confirmation from the 

school. 

When attendance becomes a concern 

If your child starts to miss school regularly, we will always try to support you early. 

We follow three steps: 

1. Early contact 

We will speak with you to understand what is happening and how we can help. 

2. Attendance support 

If needed, we will agree a simple plan together to help improve attendance. 

3. Further support 

If attendance does not improve, we may need to involve Birmingham City Council and legal 

action. This is always a last step and only happens when support has not led to improvement. 

Our aim is always to work with you first. 

Understanding attendance 

Even small amounts of absence can add up quickly: 

• 95% attendance = around 2 weeks, 10 days or approximately 40 lessons missed in a 

year  

• 90% attendance = around  4 weeks, 20 days or approximately 80 lessons missed in a 

year  

• Below 90% = significant loss of school time  

We will always let you know early if we are concerned. 

Our expectation is that children attend school at least 97% of the time. This is the equivalent 

of around 6 days of absence across the whole school year, or about 2 days per term. 

Of course, our real aim is even higher than this. We want every child to be in school every 

day, 100% of the time, so they do not miss out on any of their learning or school experience. 

  



Being on time 

Being on time to school is really important for it helps your child: 

• start the day calmly  

• feel settled and ready to learn  

• avoid missing important learning  

Even regular small delays can add up to a lot of missed learning over the year. 

If your child arrives after the register closes, this may be recorded as an absence. 

When attendance is affected by other factors 

We understand that some children may find attending school more difficult due to: 

• anxiety or worries about school  

• medical needs or long-term illness  

• additional learning needs  

• family circumstances or difficulties at home  

If this is the case, please talk to us. We will listen and work with you to put the right support 

in place. 

Keeping children safe 

If a child is not attending school and we are unable to contact families, we may need to take 

further steps to ensure the child is safe. This may include home visits or contacting other 

agencies. 

This is always done with care and with your child’s wellbeing as our priority. 

We are here to help 

If you have any concerns about attendance or punctuality, please contact us as early as 

possible. 

School Attendance Champion: Mrs Robinson and Mrs Norris 

Our Attendance Team: Mrs Robinson and Mr Perkins 

Phone/email: 0121 464 4519 

When you contact us, we will: 

• listen carefully  

• try to understand what is making attendance difficult  



• work with you to find solutions  

• support your child to attend regularly  

We want every child to feel happy, safe, and able to succeed in school. 

  

Please note: This is a summary guide to help parents understand attendance expectations. 

Our full Attendance Policy, which contains more detailed information, can be found on the 

school website.  

September Attendance Figures 

 

A huge congratulations to all our families who have made a real effort to ensure that their 

children are in school every day and ready to learn. Your support makes such a positive 

difference to your child’s learning, friendships and wellbeing. 

It has been wonderful to see so many of our classes achieving attendance above our school 

target of 95%. This is a fantastic achievement and reflects the commitment of our children, 

families and staff. 

A special mention goes to 2H, who have achieved an incredible 99.3% attendance! What a 

wonderful achievement! 

Well done to everyone for the fantastic start to the year. Let’s see if 4O can raise their 

attendance during October and join the celebration! 

Keep up the wonderful effort, everyone! Every day really does count! 



🌟 October Streaks – Every Day Counts! 🌟 

 

This October, we are launching our exciting ‘October Streaks’ Attendance Incentive! 

Inspired by the popular streak trends, the challenge is simple: every day your child is in 

school and arrives on time, they will earn a streak!      

The aim is to keep your streak going for as long as possible. The more consecutive days your 

child attends school on time, the more they can achieve! 

     5 consecutive days = Level 1 Prize 

     10 consecutive days = Level 2 Prize 

     15 consecutive days = Level 3 Prize        

Can your child keep their streak going throughout October? Encourage them to come to 

school every day, on time and ready to learn! 

Remember, every day counts, every streak matters, and every day in school is another 

opportunity to learn, grow and succeed. 

Let’s get those October streaks started!      

Punctuality 

Attendance & Punctuality – Every Minute Counts 

Being on time for school is extremely important. Learning begins as soon as children arrive, 

and even small amounts of lateness can quickly add up to lost learning time. For example, 

just 5 minutes late each day can result in several days of missed learning across the year. We 

want every child to have the best possible start to their day and not miss valuable learning 

opportunities. 

Our school offers a Breakfast Club from 8:15am, providing a calm and positive start to the 

morning. School gates open at 8:30am, and all children should be in school and ready for 

registration by 8:45am. 

Arriving on time helps children to: 



Settle into their learning calmly  

Build good routines and habits   

Feel confident and ready for the day ahead   

Avoid missing important teaching at the start of lessons  

Children who attend regularly and arrive on time are more likely to achieve well, build strong 

friendships, and feel part of the school community.  

We appreciate your support in ensuring your child arrives at school on time every day. 

For further information about attendance and how it is supported across the city, please 

visit:  

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendanc

e_advice_for_parents 

Parking 

We would like to remind all parents and carers about the importance of safe and considerate 

driving and parking around the school. 

At the start of the school year it is easy to forget the importance of road safety especially 

when rushing to drop and pick up  children from different schools. We have already seen 

vehicles stopping in the middle of the road to drop off or pick up children which has led to 

some children running across the road between cars which is extremely dangerous and 

creates a real risk of a serious accident. 

In addition, there have been instances of cars parking on the pavement. This not only 

obstructs access but also makes it very difficult—and unsafe—for families with pushchairs or 

young children to pass. There have already been incidents, and we are concerned for 

everyone’s safety. 

Please be aware that the police have been informed and may monitor the area. 

A Wonderful Macmillan Cake Sale 

What an amazing morning we had at our Macmillan Cake Sale! Thank you so much to all our 

families and staff for your incredible generosity, whether you baked, donated, bought a cake 

or helped to make the event such a success. 

It was wonderful to see our school community coming together to support such an 

important cause. Thank you for helping to make it such an amazing day! 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendance_advice_for_parents
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendance_advice_for_parents


We are busy counting all the money raised and will share the grand total with you very soon. 

    

Thank you, Rosary family, for your kindness and generosity!     

RRSA - Article of the Month 

 

  

Today, we celebrate European Day of Languages, recognising the wonderful diversity of 

languages and cultures within our school and wider community. 

This links beautifully to Article 7 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 

recognises every child’s right to a name and identity. We are reminded that who we are and 

what makes us unique should be celebrated and respected. 



Languages are an important part of our identity. They help us to share our stories, cultures, 

traditions and experiences with others. At our school, we are proud of the many languages 

spoken by our children and families. 

Today gives us an opportunity to think about what makes each of us special and unique and 

to celebrate the things that make our school community so wonderfully diverse. 

Be proud of who you are, celebrate what makes you unique and value what makes others 

special too! 

 

Live Simply 

 

Collection for a Cause!  



We’re excited to continue supporting the ‘We can’ charity that transforms empty drinks cans 

into real change! By collecting and recycling aluminium cans, the organisation raises funds to 

support local food banks—helping provide meals for families in need.  

Every can makes a difference, so please send in any clean, empty drinks cans with your 

child and they can place them in the trolley by our school reception door.  Together, we can 

support both the environment and our community. Thank you for helping us make a positive 

impact! 

 

We have a number of jumpers and cardigans that are in a very good condition. Please see 

the office staff if you require a jumper or cardigan for your child.   

 

E-safety tips from Mr Yasir 

 

Each month we look at the latest guidance and support for parents navigating a digital world. 

This month's topic is parental controls.  



Parental controls allow you to block and filter upsetting or inappropriate content. They work 

across your WiFi, phone network, individual apps and devices. 

Parental controls can help you to: 

• plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for 

• create content filters to block apps that may have inappropriate content 

• manage the content different family members can see. 

 

Games consoles 

Most games consoles have internet access, which means your child can go online and chat 

with other players or make in-game purchases. On many consoles there are parental 

controls which allow you to manage which features are available to your child. On some 

devices you can: 

• turn off chat functions to stop your child from talking to people they don't know 

• restrict games based on age 

• turn off in-game purchases, or set a limit. 

Check the website for the console your child has for a parents section and details of features. 

Some games also allow you to change settings for that individual game. 

PlayStation Family Management 

On PlayStation consoles you can set up a Family Manager account which allows you to 

manage different accounts for different children/users. Within this you can manage a range 

of features, such as restricting communication with other players, restricting content, setting 

play time controls and set spending limits.  

 

Mobiles and Tablets 

  

All mobiles, tablets and computers have parental control settings, which can differ between 

devices, these include: 

• allowing or disallowing in-game or in-app purchases 

• settings such as location settings and what information your child is sharing 

• wellbeing settings to help with limiting screen time. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/inappropriate-explicit-content/


You can get more advice about setting up controls on different devices from your mobile 

provider and the UK Safer Internet Centre. 

Apps and Online Services 

  

Many social media, apps and online services such as film and TV streaming services have 

features such as: 

• content filters 

• chat filters 

• privacy settings 

• in-app purchase settings. 

You can find out about these features by looking in the settings on each app, or take a look 

at their website for more information. They might be called settings, family features, privacy 

or security. 

Meta has a safety centre which helps explain the features available across its platforms 

including Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp. 

For Netflix, you need to visit the website to set up parental controls – we suggest you do this 

as soon as you create an account. 

Microsoft Family Safety – by creating a family group you can manage many settings, such as 

setting screen time limits, blocking inappropriate content, receive activity reports, set app 

and game limits and more. To learn more about Microsoft Family Safety see the Microsoft 

page and Xbox Family Settings. 

Remember if you are unsure, please contact the school and speak to Mr Yasir for advice.  

PE Timetable 

Year 1: Tuesday and Friday 

Year 2: Wednesday and Thursday 

Year 3: Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 4: Monday and Thursday 

Year 5: Tuesday and Friday 

Year 6: Tuesday and Thursday 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://about.meta.com/actions/safety
https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264
https://account.microsoft.com/family/about
https://account.microsoft.com/family/about
https://www.xbox.com/en-GB/community/for-everyone/responsible-gaming


Dates for the diary 

25th September: Y4 Prayer Service 

25th September: Macmillan Cake Sale 

26th September: Y2 Prayer Service 

30th September: Whole School Mass 

7th October: Whole School Mass 

8th October: Harvest Festival 

21st October: Parents Evening 

23rd October: Finish for Half Term Break 

School Notices 

Earrings 

Can I please remind parents that children are only permitted to wear a small gold stud to 

school and these need to be removed for PE, in line with our Health and Safety policy. Thank 

you to all the parents who support school with this policy. 

  

Contact Details 

If any of your details have changed recently can we please ask that you contact the school 

office. This could be a change of address, or a change of phone number or perhaps a change 

in emergency contact details. We will then update our school records accordingly. If you 

wish to change the names of people on the pick-up list please contact the school office. 

  

School Website 

Please refer to the website to find out information about the school and events that are 

taking place in school. It is possible to sync the school calendar to your mobile phone. 

  

Parking Arrangements 

We have been fortunate to have secured arrangements to use the Mosque car park. The 

carpark will be open for parents to use from 8.30am until 9.15am each morning and from 

2.45pm until 3.45pm every afternoon except Friday. Can we once again stress the 



importance of using this facility rather than parking on pavements, blocking gates and using 

the corner of roads. DO NOT USE THE CHURCH CARPARK FOR PARKING. 

Once again we have a number of cars that are being parked in such a way that may endanger 

the lives of children including double parking. The police have issued a number of tickets to 

drivers and will continue to monitor parking and driving on Bridge Road. If you see anyone 

parking or driving dangerously you can take a picture and share on the website below. 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/ 

This can be used to prosecute drivers.  

  

Free School Meals 

If you feel your child is entitled to free school meals please contact Mrs Mahmood and she 

will do an online search. This will enable families to access HAF events free of charge during 

the holidays.  

Play Equipment 

Can I please remind parents that the play equipment is not for use at the end of the day 

especially by young children. Please keep your children with you and don’t allow them to 

use as we do not have adults to supervise and there is a risk of accidents happening.  

  

Early Help Offer 

Please remember to visit our Early Help Offer on the school webpage where you will find 

information about the support we can offer as a school. If at any point you need additional 

support please see myself, Mrs Banks or any member of our pastoral team.  

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/ 

  

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about a child please contact a member of our safeguarding team. 

Information can be found on our webpage. 

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/ 

  

My Family Coach 

There are times when we all need help with parenting. My Family Coach is a free online 

service with lots of videos and advice on how to support children at each stage of their 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/
https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/
https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/


development. Please take some time to view the resources available to support with the 

many challenges of parenting.https://www.myfamilycoach.com/ 

Community Notices 

 

https://www.myfamilycoach.com/


 

 



Let's Celebrate! 

Nursery 

The Nursery children have had an exciting start to life at the Rosary! They are settling into 

their new environment, making new friends and enjoying exploring their new learning 

environment.   

This half term, our topic is ‘I Am Special’, and the children have been busy celebrating what 

makes each of them unique. They have loved creating their own self-portraits using paints, 

carefully thinking about their features and what makes them special. They have also enjoyed 

getting creative outdoors, using natural materials such as conkers, sticks and flowers to make 

their own representations of their faces. 

 



 

 



 

In RE, the children have been learning all about God’s Wonderful World’. They have been 

exploring the beauty of the world around them and developing an appreciation for the 

wonderful things God has created. They have enjoyed creating their own representations of 

everything that God has created.  

 

 

We are looking forward to seeing the children's confidence, friendships and curiosity 

continue to grow throughout the term! 



Reception 

What a wonderful start our Reception children have had to their journey here at the Rosary! 

It has been such a pleasure getting to know each child, hearing about their families and 

interests and watching them grow in confidence. We are incredibly proud of how beautifully 

they have settled into school life.  

We have enjoyed reading The Invisible String and talking about how we are all connected 

through love. The children have enjoyed making new friends, exploring their classroom and 

outdoor environment and beginning to feel at home.  

Through Drawing Club, we explored The Colour Monster and talked about different feelings 

and how we can recognise and share them. The children loved creating their own monsters 

and using their imaginations to develop their ideas.  

We have also made a fantastic start to our Phonics, learning new sounds and enjoying 

practising them together. We have been sharing lots of wonderful stories, developing our 

love of books!   

In Maths, we have been exploring numbers using our fast eyes to begin developing our 

subitising skills. The children have enjoyed spotting small amounts quickly without 

counting!  

We have been very creative too, enjoying painting, drawing, making and exploring different 

materials. We have been learning about the wonderful world God made for us and thinking 

about how we can care for and appreciate the beautiful world around us.  

It has been a very special beginning to our Reception journey. We are so proud of each and 

every child and all they have achieved already. We look forward to sharing many more 

exciting adventures, discoveries and special moments with them throughout the year!   



 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 1 

Year 1 children have been celebrating the wonder and beauty of God’s creation through 

Science. They have explored their environment using their senses, developing a deeper 

appreciation of the living things and natural world around them. Through observing, 

touching, listening and noticing the children have been encouraged to recognise the many 

wonderful gifts that God has given us.  

Through RE, the children have reflected on the Bible’s message that we are called to be good 

stewards of God’s creation. They have discussed how we can show love and gratitude for 

God’s world by caring for our environment and making wise choices. As part of this learning, 

the children have been putting their faith into action by recycling, reducing waste and caring 

for the plants in our school environment. They have enjoyed watering the plants and 

understanding that even small acts of kindness and care can make a difference.  

The children are beginning to understand that caring for creation is not just something we 

learn about, but something we can live out every day. Through these actions, Year 1 are 

becoming young stewards of God’s beautiful world and showing that we can all play our part 

in protecting and caring for creation.  



 

 



 

Year 2 

Year 2 – Caring for God’s Creation          

  

This week, Year 2 have been learning about God’s beautiful creation and how we can show 

love and care for the world He has given us.  

  

We went for a walk around our local area and talked about the good choices we can make, 

as well as choices that can harm our environment, such as dropping litter. We then put our 

faith into action by taking part in a litter pick.  

  

The children were wonderful stewards of God’s creation and showed that even small acts of 

kindness and care can make a big difference.        



 

 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have had a fantastic start to the Autumn term! They have been working incredibly 

hard in Maths, learning about place value and developing their understanding of hundreds, 

tens and ones.  

Everyone has also been working so hard on their handwriting, practising how to form their 

letters correctly and learning to write in cursive.  



We enjoyed a beautiful Creation Prayer Service, where we reflected on how God created the 

world and remembered that God said, “It was good.” We also thought about how we are all 

made in the image of God and how special and unique each one of us is.  

In Science, we have begun learning about the skeleton and muscles. We had lots of fun 

investigating how our muscles work by measuring the length of our biceps when they were 

contracted and relaxed. It was great to see the children getting involved, making predictions 

and discovering how our amazing bodies work!  

 



 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been enjoying exploring The Iron Man and have been inspired by the story to 

develop their creativity and writing skills. They particularly enjoyed designing and creating 

their own Iron Man models, bringing the character to life through their imagination. 

We are now looking forward to putting everything we have learned into practice as we 

prepare for our independent write next week. We can't wait to see the fantastic ideas and 

writing that the children produce!  



 

 

Year 4 have been learning about how Abraham trusted and obeyed God completely, even 

when he faced a difficult test of faith. They reflected on how God showed His mercy by 

providing a ram and keeping His promise to Abraham. 



 

Year 5 

This half term, Year 5 have enjoyed beginning our work on Lights on Cotton Rock, using the 

text to inspire our reading, discussions and writing. In Science, we have started our Earth 

and Space topic, exploring our place in the solar system and learning about the fascinating 

features of planets, moons and stars.  

In RE, we have been learning about Moses and the Ten Commandments, reflecting on how 

these teachings guide Christians in their daily lives. As part of our learning, we have been 

discussing how we can live out these values through our words, actions and choices, both in 

school and at home.  

  

We have also begun learning about climate change and its impact on our world. Over the 

coming weeks, we will be thinking about what we can do to be better stewards of God's 

creation, exploring practical ways to care for our environment and make a positive difference 

in our community.  

For our upcoming Design and Technology project, we will be creating bird feeders using 

recycled materials. We would be very grateful for donations of clean, empty plastic bottles. 

If you have any at home, please send them into school when you can.  



Thank you for your continued support. 

Year 6 

In RE, we have explored Genesis 2 and 3 and learned about how God created the world and 

gave humans a responsibility to care for it. We have discussed what it means to be stewards 

of God’s creation and how we should look after the world rather than treating it as 

something that belongs only to us.  

We have also explored the idea of Original Sin and how the choices we make can have 

consequences for ourselves and for other people. We have thought about how, just like 

Adam and Eve’s choices affected their relationship with God and each other, our own 

choices can affect the people around us and the world we live in.  

We have also looked at Laudato Si’ paragraphs 66–67, written by Pope Francis. We learned 

that humans have been given dominion over creation, but this does not mean that we can 

use or destroy it however we want. Instead, we have a responsibility to care for, protect and 

respect God’s creation.  

 

We have considered how we can share this responsibility with others and make positive 

choices that help to care for our common home, such as reducing waste, saving water and 

energy, protecting animals and plants, and caring for our local environment.  

 



 

Year of Reading 

 



 

 



 



Being your child’s role model 

 



 

 

When children are very young, we are their principal role models. Advice and modelled 

behaviour from an early age will help protect your child when they reach the stage of 

balancing your influence with that of peer pressure and adolescence. Regardless of how 

quickly the digital world is changing and of our ability to keep one step ahead of our children, 

by following some straightforward tips we can maximise their chances of growing into safe 

and responsible digital citizens. 

 



It goes without saying that children pick up both good and bad habits from us. We can help 

them make sensible choices by establishing our own good behaviours when engaging with 

the digital world. Here are some areas in which you can help your child develop simple 

habits by modelling them yourself and discussing them informally. 

There are so many entertaining, yet addictive, games and apps out there that aren’t always 

suitable for younger children. 

There can be huge intrigue and temptation for younger children to access games and apps 

that older members of the family are using. Pan European Game Information (PEGI) ratings 

exist to help consumers make an informed decision about game purchases and they 

shouldn’t be ignored. They are based on the following content-related criteria: violence, 

grown-up themes, discrimination, fear, use of language, gambling and illegal activities. 

 

Consider how you are using communication apps with friends. Try to model habits that show 

your own awareness of the permanence of online information. If anyone were to see the 

contents of your Many popular games offer online player communication capabilities and 

encourage the purchase of add-ons to advance within the game. Demonstrate your own 

scepticism when it comes to in-app purchases. 

 

Is it really a good idea to spend money on 100 virtual diamonds when you have limited 

funds? If your child receives pocket money, you could suggest that they make their own 

decisions about how to spend it, including on the purchase of apps and add-ons. 

 

If your child sees you on your smartphone or tablet during dinnertime or late into the 

evening, what message is this giving them? You could set specific technologyfree times for 

focusing on conversation or other activity. 

Demonstrate your own 



‘netiquette’ 

Model appropriate behaviour for your child, 

especially if they have access to your devices or 

you are using them together. Avoid commenting on, posting or following social media posts 

that 

you wouldn’t want your child to see. Always post and communicate respectfully. 

 

Openness 

Establish open, non-judgmental, supportive communication about the use of digital devices. 

This way, if there are any problems, it is much more likely your child will tell you about them 

in good time. Always stress that your aim is to keep them safe and happy, not to restrict 

them. 

 

Only share information online that you know wouldn’t cause any harm if a person with bad 

intent, or even an employer, were to see it. 

Security 

From virus protection to filtering, talk openly about why this is important and the purpose of 

having such security in place. If you are downloading apps for your child, focus their 

attention on the privacy requirements of the app; Don’t just click ‘Accept’ without reading 

the terms. Question why some apps ask permission to access all your files or photos. What 

could they be used for? If you find the privacy terms unacceptable, do not install the app – 

this will help your child to develop the same good habits. 

Sharenting 

We have to admit that we like to share the positive moments in our child’s life; social media 

is certainly a platform to do this. However, do we fully understand the potential risks of 

posting to social media? How often do we ask our child if we have permission to put an 

image of them online? Do we think it is okay to post about our child and share content 

because our accounts are only visible to friends? Do we understand the damage that posting 

and sharing content about our child could have in the future? These questions must be 

considered carefully. If in doubt, don’t share! 



 

Establish rules that all family members abide by, including when accessing the internet away 

from home. Talk through strategies your child can use if they find themselves in an 

uncomfortable situation when you are not there. 

5 

Getting to grips with devices 

and their software 

 

Use technology to your advantage. 

 

Internet Service Providers 

(ISPs) 

 

 

None of these controls are 100% reliable so open communication is still key. It’s also 

important to recognise 
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Developing Scepticism There is something about seeing well-formatted and illustrated 

content on screen that makes us believe it is true. More and more companies are providing 

powerful, easy-to-use tools that enable tech amateurs to build their own websites and 

EXCLUSIVE apps. Groups and individuals are exploiting this for personal news FAKING 

NEWS gain, which can have damaging effects on others. Therefore, 

developing scepticism is a vital component of staying safe online. 

30% 

of 8-11s find it easy to 

check if an image or video is truthful. (UK Safer 

Internet Centre, 2016) 

FAKE! FACT! 



 

AGES 7 TO 11 

Children should continue to develop their scepticism  that ‘impossible’ images may 

affect self-esteem if they and critical thinking skills. They may start using email  try to live 

up to them.” If they know that most of these to communicate, which could expose them to 

phishing  images are enhanced and that perfection is not possible, scams that appear 

genuine. Share information about  this relieves the pressure upon them. To counter the 

scam emails that you receive and talk about what you do  negative influences, select media 

that empowers your to handle these. child and supports their belief in themselves. 

Children will probably hear the term ‘fake news’;  Help children to categorise what they 

see online or hear encourage them to verify stories using reputable sources. from 

others as a fact (backed up by valid evidence), 



 

a belief (something a person believes to be true but Peer influence will be getting stronger; 

support your  doesn’t have evidence for) or an opinion (a person’s view child in having the 

strength of their convictions and in  on something where there may be no right or wrong 

exposing ‘fake news’ to others. answer). People online might disguise false information 

as fact. 

Children may watch videos online and see amazing images; talk about how easy it is to 

manipulate images. You can have a lot of fun doing this, but remind your child 

14 15 

Online relationships The lines between reality and the online world can be easily 

blurred and distorted. It’s incredibly hard for younger children to comprehend that someone 

online might not be who they claim to be and to understand that the intentions of others 

could be very harmful. 

We have a vital role in modelling how we interact with others online, even if it is a 

collaborative online game that uses nonidentifying information such as gamertags. Left to 

their own devices, children can find themselves in situations that could spiral out of control. 

They should be taught to exercise the same caution when interacting with strangers online 

as they do in the real world. 

AGES 7 TO 11 

Children may want to begin online communication with  there permanently and if their 

opinion changes they may strangers even though most platforms for doing this are 



 become embarrassed by their online record. restricted to those aged 13 and above. 

Discuss why this 

 

is the case and make them aware that the restrictions  Children should demonstrate 

that they understand the are there to keep them safe as some content may not be 

 need to be polite online and to step back from those who appropriate for their age 

group.  are not. Talk about online grooming by explaining that some people are not who they 

claim to be and may try to Ensure your child understands how to protect their  persuade 

others to do things they shouldn’t. How could identity online. This includes password 

security, keeping  these people then use that against you? their data safe, being aware 

of businesses that might 



 

want to gain access to their data and how the actions  Maintain open communication 

so that your child feels they take online influence their digital footprint. able to come to 

you for support even if they know they have been unwise in their prior actions. 

Encourage children to pause and reflect before replying in anger on social media sometimes, 

sleeping on it helps. Children should keep in mind that when they get angry and have a big 

argument at home or with a friend, it is usually quickly forgotten. However, online it can be 

Did You Know? 19% 

 

of children, aged 10-15-yearsold, exchanged messages with 

someone online who they never met before in the last year 

(NSPCC, October 2024) 
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Jargon Buster 



 

Cyberbullying 

The use of electronic communication to bully. 

 

Decoy App 

These apps help children hide videos/images from their parents. 

Digital Footprint 

A person’s trail of data on the internet that can last indefinitely. 

Emoji 

A digital image used to express an idea, action or emotion. 

Circumventor 

Sites 

Parallel websites that allow children to bypass sites their adults have blocked. 

Fabotage 

Unauthorised changes to another user’s social media account or 

content without permission. 

Firewall 

A system which protects a network from external threats. 

Cookie 

A small file which records a user’s personal preferences. 

Gamer 

A person who plays mostly online video games. 



Creeping 

Someone who follows someone 

else’s social network profile closely. 

Gamer Tag 

An alternate identity created from an alias, image, or avatar. 

 

Sexting 

 

Sending or receiving sexually explicit messages, images, or videos. 



 

Social Media 

The sharing of content and participation in social networking. 

 

Spam 

Messages sent to user for phishing, malware and advertising purposes. 

 

Spyware 

Unauthorised software covertly 

together for financial gain. collecting information from a device. 

 

Trojan 

Malicious software disguised as legitimate programs. 

 

Troll 

A user who posts inflammatory messages. 

Video Hosting Sites 



Online services which allow users to post and view clips. 

Virus 

A harmful program capable of replicating itself and damaging systems. 

Selfie 

Self-portrait photo uploaded to social media. 

23 


	The Rosary School End of September  Newsletter
	Our Catholic Faith - Little Way Week
	Sunday Gospel
	Attendance
	🌟 October Streaks – Every Day Counts! 🌟
	Punctuality
	Parking
	A Wonderful Macmillan Cake Sale
	RRSA - Article of the Month
	Live Simply
	E-safety tips from Mr Yasir
	PE Timetable
	Dates for the diary
	School Notices
	Community Notices
	Let's Celebrate!
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Year of Reading
	Being your child’s role model
	Openness
	Security
	Sharenting

	AGES 7 TO 11
	Online relationships The lines between reality and the online world can be easily

	AGES 7 TO 11
	Did You Know? 19%
	Cyberbullying
	Decoy App
	Digital Footprint
	Emoji
	Fabotage
	Firewall
	Cookie
	Gamer
	Gamer Tag
	Sexting
	Social Media
	Spam
	Spyware
	Trojan
	Troll
	Virus
	Selfie


