
 

The Rosary School April Newsletter 

 

 

Returning from the Easter break, April has been a month of renewal, reflection, and fresh 

beginnings. As spring settled in, the longer days and warmer weather has brought a 

welcome sense of energy and optimism. Gardens have started to bloom, trees are budding, 

and there’s a noticeable lift in everyone’s spirits as we move out of winter. 

Easter was a particular highlight, offering a chance to come together, whether through 

community events, family gatherings, or quiet moments of reflection. It’s a time traditionally 

associated with hope and new life, which feels especially fitting as nature comes back into 

full colour around us. 



Across the month, there’s been a strong sense of connection and positivity. From enjoying 

the outdoors to marking seasonal traditions, April has reminded us of the importance of 

taking time to appreciate small moments and new opportunities. As we look ahead to May, 

we carry that same sense of growth and renewal forward. 

Our Catholic Faith - Easter 

 

In the liturgical year while Lent lasts for forty days, Eastertide lasts for fifty. During Eastertide 

the new life that Jesus won for us, and what it now makes possible, are presented for our 

contemplation. We hear the accounts of the resurrection appearances but we also hear of 

the transformative effect these encounters had on the disciples. As we go through Eastertide 

the Sunday liturgy makes clear to us what the resurrection means. As we celebrate the 

feasts of the saints during this period we are also made aware that their strength and power 

comes from the resurrection. They were faithful to the risen Lord and filled with his life. Let 

us pray that as we journey through Eastertide we may become more aware of what the 

resurrection means for us in our lives today. 



Sunday Gospel 

 

Jesus said to the disciples, “If  you love me you will keep my  commandments. I shall ask the  

Father, and he will give you a Helper  to be with you forever. He will give  you the Spirit of 

Truth. The world  neither sees nor knows the Spirit,  but you know the Spirit, because the 

Spirit is with  you, and lives in you. I will not leave you orphaned:  I will come back to you. In 

a short time the  world will no longer see me but you will still see  me. Then you will know 

that I am in my Father,  and you are in me, and I am in you. Those who  receive my 

commandments and keep them are  those who love me. Those who love me will be  loved 

by my Father. I will love them, and they  will see me as I truly am.” 

In the Gospel, Jesus promises the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our helper, who 

guides us to live  more like Jesus – to grow in faith and to be filled  with the peace and 

goodness that come from God. This week let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us grow in 

love, joy, wisdom, peace, self-control, patience, faithfulness and kindness.    

“Happy the person whose words come  from the Holy Spirit.” St Anthony of Padua 

Parking 

We would like to remind all parents and carers about the importance of safe and considerate 

driving and parking around the school. 

We have recently noticed an increase in vehicles stopping in the middle of the road to drop 

off or pick up children. This has led to some children running across the road between cars, 

which is extremely dangerous and creates a real risk of a serious accident. 

In addition, there have been instances of cars parking on the pavement. This not only 

obstructs access but also makes it very difficult—and unsafe—for families with pushchairs or 

young children to pass. There have already been incidents, and we are concerned for 

everyone’s safety. 

Please be aware that the police have been informed and may monitor the area. 



We kindly ask all members of our community to park responsibly. The community car park 

by the mosque is available and provides a safer alternative—please make use of it wherever 

possible. 

Let’s work together to keep all our children, families, and neighbours safe. Please take a 

moment to think about your actions and look out for every member of our community. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Tesco 

Our application to the Tesco Stronger Starts Grants Programme has been successful, and our 

project – EYFS Little Explorers Garden – has been selected to go forward to a public vote in 

Tesco stores.  

Voting will take place from Tuesday 28th April until the end of July 2026, and the outcome 

will determine how much funding we receive:  

• 1st place: up to £1,500  

• 2nd place: up to £1,000  

• 3rd place: £500  

This funding will make a huge difference in helping us create an exciting outdoor learning 

space for our youngest children.  

How you can help:  

If you visit any of the following Tesco stores, please take a moment to vote for our project 

using the blue tokens provided at checkout:  

• Castle Bromwich Express (B34 7EH)  

• Green Lane Castle Bromwich Express (B36 0BX)  

• Erdington Six Ways Express (B23 7NR)  

• Birmingham Hodge Hill Superstore (B36 8DT)  

We would also really appreciate it if you could ask wider family, friends, and the wider 

community to support us by voting.   

The more votes we receive, the more funding we can secure for our children. 



RRSA  

 

We are delighted to announce that The Rosary School has been reaccredited as a UNICEF 

Gold: Rights Respecting School. We are delighted that the assessing committee recognised 

the many strengths of the school's work. The report highlighted that the pupils have a wide 

knowledge of rights and are increasingly aware of how these link to the  UN Sustainable 

Development Goals. Children were able to describe how various articles directly impact on  

their daily lives such as their right to education, to being safe - including online, to access  

reliable information, to enjoy a healthy lifestyle, to rest and play and to have their voices 

heard  and to be able to express themselves.  Pupils said, “We learn about our rights all the 

time…you  can see them scattered around the school on displays so when anyone new starts 

they can see  them.”  The work of the steering group was recognised especially their work in 

promoting sustainable development goals. The passionate commitment of staff and parents 

was also recognised, with staff recognising that the pupils are "more outward looking and 



forward thinking …the quality  of their conversations about children’s rights and the wider 

world show they are better  equipped to be global citizens.”   

Well done to everyone involved on the day and in our daily work. A special thank you has to 

go to Mr Perkins for his ongoing work in championing RRSA throughout the school.  

Article of the Month - April 

 

Earth Day takes place every year on April 22 to show support for the protection of the 

environment and our planet.  

Since 1970, Earth Day has brought together  

It promotes the fact that ‘change starts with action’ and we can all take action and 

encourage others to take action that positively impacts on the world around us. 



RRSA Article of the Month – Article 24: The Right to Health, Water, Food and Environment. 

This month we celebrated Earth Day to show support for the protection of the environment 

and our planet. Earth Day is important because not only does it bring together people, 

governments and companies with the aim of doing something positive for the environment 

but it reminds us all that 'change starts with action.' We are all encouraged to take action 

and encourage others to do the same to make a positive impact on the world around us. 

This links to Article 24 - Every child has the right to the best possible health. Governments 

must provide good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment 

and education on health and well-being so that children can stay healthy. Richer countries 

must help poorer countries achieve this. 

Earth Day also links to Article 6 (life survival and development) as governments must do all 

they can to ensure every child survives to their full potential. This includes ensuring the 

environment is protected so that children can thrive in a  clean environment.  

Take time to consider how each of us can support the protection of our local and global 

environment?  

 



 

Live Simply 

 

Collection for a Cause!  

We’re excited to continue supporting the ‘We can’ charity that transforms empty drinks cans 

into real change! By collecting and recycling aluminium cans, the organisation raises funds to 

support local food banks—helping provide meals for families in need.  



Every can makes a difference, so please send in any clean, empty drinks cans with your 

child and they can place them in the trolley by our school reception door.  Together, we can 

support both the environment and our community. Thank you for helping us make a positive 

impact! 

 

Our Learning 

 

 

Reception   

Reception have had a brilliant start to the summer term and we came back full of energy 

ready for our final term together!  

We’ve been diving into some fantastic stories including Dear Zoo. The children loved 

guessing what might be inside each box and had so much fun coming up with their own 

imaginative ideas. We had everything from cheeky monkeys to enormous elephants!  



In class we’ve been working hard to live out our Catholic virtues of being grateful and 

generous. It has been lovely to see the children sharing resources helping their friends 

during activities and celebrating each other’s achievements with big smiles and kind words.  

We also enjoyed creating our own Easter gardens taking care with our designs and thinking 

about the meaning of Easter.  

Our learning around Cinderella has been full of hands on fun! We explored how life was 

different in the past especially in Cinderella’s kitchen. The children were amazed at how 

things have changed and even had a go at washing clothes by hand. We also explored old 

toys and compared them to the ones we enjoy today.  

With the sunshine making a welcome appearance we’ve been making the most 

of our  learning in the fresh air.  

We couldn’t be prouder of our wonderful children and their incredible start to the term!  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1  

 

Year 1 went on a hunt for the different types of plants and flowers that are found in and 

around our school now that spring is finally here. We used some magnifying glasses to get a 

good detailed view of the different parts of the plants we found and our class iPad to help us 

to identify what each of the plants were and give us lots of information about them. 

We were really interested in the blossoms coming from the tree in the rainbow garden 

which we learned is a sign of spring and that those types of pink blossoms come from an 

apple tree. 

 



 

 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been busy exploring creativity across the curriculum this term. In Art, the 

children have been learning how to transform 2D shapes into 3D sculptures, experimenting 

with different materials and techniques to help their structures stand independently. They 

showed great curiosity when investigating which resources were most effective for joining 

and supporting their designs.  



 

In English, we have been diving into the story of Jemmy Button as part of our return 

narratives, using it as inspiration for our own writing. We are placing a strong focus on 

ambitious vocabulary, and the children have been challenged to include rich phrases such as 

lapping waves, turbulent tides, and vessel to bring their work to life. 

 

 



Year 4 

Year 4 have been busy exploring sound this month. We made straw pan flutes to help us find 

patterns between the pitch of a sound and the features of the effects that it produced.   

 

Year 4 have had an engaging and creative month exploring the fascinating world of Ancient 

Egypt. The children have shown great curiosity while learning about daily life, beliefs, and 

achievements from this remarkable period in history. 

A particular highlight has been their hands-on experience making papyrus, where they 

discovered how early Egyptians created their own writing material. This activity helped bring 

history to life and gave pupils a deeper appreciation of how people recorded information 

thousands of years ago. 

The class also thoroughly enjoyed learning to write in hieroglyphics, practising symbols and 

creating their own messages. This sparked lots of enthusiasm and creativity, with children 

taking pride in decoding and producing their own pieces of writing. 

Overall, Year 4 have shown excellent engagement and curiosity, developing both their 

historical understanding and creative skills. 

 



 

 

 

In Art, the children have been exploring how paint can create very different effects. They 

have applied their knowledge of colour mixing and painting techniques to create a finished 

piece.  



 

 

 



 

Year 4 have taken part in a thoughtful and creative Easter unit, exploring the meaning of the 

Resurrection of Jesus through art. The children have developed their understanding of the 

Easter story, reflecting on its message of hope, new life, and renewal. 

Through a range of artistic activities, pupils expressed their ideas and interpretations in 

imaginative ways. They carefully considered symbolism, colour, and composition to 

represent key moments and themes from the story. This allowed them to connect their 

learning in Religious Education with their creativity in art. 

The children showed great engagement and sensitivity throughout the unit, producing 

meaningful and reflective pieces of work. It has been wonderful to see their confidence 

grow as they explored both their artistic skills and their understanding of the significance of 

Easter. 

 



 

Year 5 

Big Ideas in Cardboard Boxes!  

In Year 5, the children have been getting seriously creative, turning plain old cardboard 

boxes into amazing installation art. With lots of cutting, sticking, drawing and decorating, 

each box became its own little world packed with big ideas.  

There was plenty of experimenting (and great teamwork!) as the children figured out how to 

bring their ideas to life. As you can see, our final creations were colourful and imaginative  —

 proof that a cardboard box can be way more than just packaging!  

 



 

 



 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 have taken inspiration from the toy brand Lego. They have researched the company 

origins and produced information reports. They have learnt an important message for life; 

success is possible even when faced with challenges with hard-word and resilience.   



 

Year 6 SATs 

SATS week starts on Monday 12th May. The children have worked hard in school and are 

familiar with the test structure.  To support the pupils we ask for your help at home. Ensure 

children have had a good nights sleep and in school on time. During the week Breakfast club 

will be available, free to all  year 6 pupils from 8.15am (Monday to Thursday).  

 

Year 6 End of Year Celebrations 

Afternoon Tea  

Parents you are invited, Thursday 9th July to join the children in their ‘Afternoon Tea’ 

Party at 2pm.  

Pupils will create the afternoon tea which will be served. They will also be able to wear their 

own clothes – a chance to wear their favoured outfits. It will be an opportunity to celebrate 

the pupils at the Rosary.  

Year 6 Graduation  



The Graduation will take place on Thursday 16th July at 2.30pm in the school hall. All are 

welcome to join.  

Year 1 Phonics - What Parents Need to Know 

Parents of Year 1 pupils will soon hear about the Phonics Screening Check, a short 

assessment designed to measure children’s early reading skills. The 

check will take place during the week beginning Monday 8 June 2026 and is a standard part 

of the national curriculum in England.  

  

The assessment focuses on phonics — the method children use to read by connecting 

sounds (phonemes) with letters or groups of letters (graphemes). During the check, each 

child is asked to read 40 words aloud to their teacher. These include a mix of real words and 

“pseudo-words” (sometimes called nonsense words), which are used to ensure children are 

relying on their decoding skills rather than memory.  

  

The check is carried out one-to-one in a relaxed, familiar setting and usually takes just 5–10 

minutes. The Class Teachers who know the children well administer the test, helping to keep 

the experience as comfortable as possible.  

  

Results are used to identify how well children are progressing in phonics. There is a national 

benchmark, but it’s important to remember that this is not a pass-or-fail exam. If a child 

does not meet the expected standard, they will receive additional support and have another 

opportunity to take the check in Year 2.  

  

There is no need for formal preparation. However, regular reading at home, practicing letter 

sounds and building confidence with unfamiliar words can all be helpful. Making reading 

enjoyable through stories, games and shared reading time remains the most effective 

support.  

  

As parents if you have any further concerns or questions please see the class teacher or 

Mrs. Rajbhai our Phonics Lead. The Phonics Screening Check is simply one way to ensure 

every child gets the help they need to become a confident reader.  



Sporting News 

Our Rosary panathlon football team recently took part in the ESPSFA Football Festival, 

playing brilliantly together. Well done to all the boys who took part in this wonderful festival 

with such wonderful pride. Well done boys, you played brilliantly!  

 

 

Attendance 

 

As a school we believe in the importance of attendance and work closely with Birmingham 

LA and parents to ensure that all children are in school every day. Research has shown that 

https://x.com/ESPSFA


absence disrupts the education of the individual pupil and the whole class. Children who do 

not attend regularly: 

• do not achieve well in exams 

• find it difficult to maintain friendships 

• are more likely to become involved in crime 

• miss out on opportunities in further education and the world of work?  

We have recently had a number of families contact us about leave in term time. As you 

already know a 2013 amendment to The Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 2006, 

means that Head Teachers may no longer authorise leave during term time except where the 

circumstances are exceptional. This is in accordance with Birmingham Local Authority’s 

‘Leave in Term Time Guidance.’ If families choose to take leave in term time they may be 

subject to legal procedures. 

A letter has been sent out explaining attendance procedures and I would ask that you read 

it carefully and consider the implications if you chose to take children out of school during 

term time. We are aware that families have been fined by Birmingham LA and this can be 

a significant amount of money and we do not want to see our families in this situation. 

Birmingham has informed us that they have issued a fine of over £1400 to a family for 

taking children out of school for a holiday. Birmingham have also informed us that taking 

unauthorised leave on more than one occasion can lead to court action. 

Attendance Data for April  

Nursery            93% 

Rec D                97% 

Rec F                96% 

Year 1C            96% 

Year 1R            96% 

Year 2H            99% 

Year 2G            92% 

Year 3D            94% 

Year 3S            92% 

Year 4W           95% 

Year 4O            95% 

Year 5M           96% 



Year 5L             94% 

Year 6D            96%  

Year 6S            90% 

 

Well done to all our families for supporting with our drive to improve attendance. A special 

mention to 2H with 99% attendance during April. Well done and keep up the hard work. 

Punctuality 

Attendance & Punctuality – Every Minute Counts 

Being on time for school is extremely important. Learning begins as soon as children arrive, 

and even small amounts of lateness can quickly add up to lost learning time. For example, 

just 5 minutes late each day can result in several days of missed learning across the year. We 

want every child to have the best possible start to their day and not miss valuable learning 

opportunities. 

Our school offers a Breakfast Club from 8:15am, providing a calm and positive start to the 

morning. School gates open at 8:30am, and all children should be in school and ready for 

registration by 8:45am. 

Arriving on time helps children to: 

Settle into their learning calmly  

Build good routines and habits   

Feel confident and ready for the day ahead   

Avoid missing important teaching at the start of lessons  

Children who attend regularly and arrive on time are more likely to achieve well, build strong 

friendships, and feel part of the school community.  

We appreciate your support in ensuring your child arrives at school on time every day. 

For further information about attendance and how it is supported across the city, please 

visit:  

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendanc

e_advice_for_parents 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendance_advice_for_parents
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/1502/school_attendance_advice_for_parents


E-safety tips from Mr Yasir 

 

Each month we look at the latest guidance and support for parents navigating a digital world. 

This month's topic is password security. May 7th is World password Day and is a good 

opportunity to consider our own security and that of our children.  

As part of World Password Day, we have been focusing on the importance of staying safe 

online, particularly when creating and managing passwords. With so much of our daily lives 

now taking place digitally, understanding how to protect personal information is more 

important than ever. 

The children have learnt what makes a strong password, including using a mix of letters, 

numbers, and symbols, and avoiding easily guessed information such as birthdays or names. 

They also know the importance of keeping passwords private and not sharing them with 

others, even with friends. 

We encourage pupils to think about using memorable phrases to create secure passwords 

and discuss how regularly updating passwords can help keep accounts safe. This has been a 

valuable opportunity to build awareness of good online habits and help children take 

responsibility for their own digital safety. 

Talk to your child about password security and maybe take time to consider your own 

password security. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 



 

 

Top Ten 

1. Omeo Meek  

2. Hayley Vickery  

3. Tyler Baird   

4. Ash Slim   

5. Chino Raines    

6. Strike Sulton  

7. Bluebell Rush   

8. Jojo Jean    

9. Jacob Delp    

10. Jordan Bracht 

Dates for the diary 

Friday 27th March:                              Break up for Easter 

Tuesday 14th April:                              Return to school 



 

Mrs Hussain 

We are delighted to share that Mrs Hussain had her baby girl at the end of the Easter 

holidays. Both mother and daughter are doing well and we wish the family much love and 

joy at this special time.  

School Notices 

Earrings 

Can I please remind parents that children are only permitted to wear a small gold stud to 

school and these need to be removed for PE, in line with our Health and Safety policy. Thank 

you to all the parents who support school with this policy. 

  

Contact Details 

If any of your details have changed recently can we please ask that you contact the school 

office. This could be a change of address, or a change of phone number or perhaps a change 

in emergency contact details. We will then update our school records accordingly. If you 

wish to change the names of people on the pick-up list please contact the school office. 

  

School Website 

Please refer to the website to find out information about the school and events that are 

taking place in school. It is possible to sync the school calendar to your mobile phone. 

  

Parking Arrangements 

We have been fortunate to have secured arrangements to use the Mosque car park. The 

carpark will be open for parents to use from 8.30am until 9.15am each morning and from 



2.45pm until 3.45pm every afternoon except Friday. Can we once again stress the 

importance of using this facility rather than parking on pavements, blocking gates and using 

the corner of roads. DO NOT USE THE CHURCH CARPARK FOR PARKING. 

Once again we have a number of cars that are being parked in such a way that may endanger 

the lives of children including double parking. The police have issued a number of tickets to 

drivers and will continue to monitor parking and driving on Bridge Road. If you see anyone 

parking or driving dangerously you can take a picture and share on the website below. 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/ 

This can be used to prosecute drivers.  

  

Free School Meals 

If you feel your child is entitled to free school meals please contact Mrs Mahmood and she 

will do an online search. This will enable families to access HAF events free of charge during 

the holidays.  

Play Equipment 

Can I please remind parents that the play equipment is not for use at the end of the day 

especially by young children. Please keep your children with you and don’t allow them to 

use as we do not have adults to supervise and there is a risk of accidents happening.  

  

Early Help Offer 

Please remember to visit our Early Help Offer on the school webpage where you will find 

information about the support we can offer as a school. If at any point you need additional 

support please see myself, Mrs Banks or any member of our pastoral team.  

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/ 

  

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about a child please contact a member of our safeguarding team. 

Information can be found on our webpage. 

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/ 

  

My Family Coach 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/
https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/
https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/


There are times when we all need help with parenting. My Family Coach is a free online 

service with lots of videos and advice on how to support children at each stage of their 

development. Please take some time to view the resources available to support with the 

many challenges of parenting.https://www.myfamilycoach.com/ 

Community Notices 

Free  Communication and Autism Team Parent carer workshop for parent carers who would 

like to increase their understanding of sensory differences and ways to support their child. 

 

 

https://www.myfamilycoach.com/
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