
 

The Rosary School January Newsletter 

 

January Newsletter  

We have made a wonderful start to the new year, with children returning to school with a 

positive attitude and enthusiasm for learning. As we reach the end of the Jubilee Year of 

Hope, we are reflecting on how the seeds of hope we have planted can continue to grow 

and flourish throughout the year ahead. This is also our Year of Reading, and we were 

delighted to see Year 3D share the importance of reading in their very special assembly 

yesterday. We look forward to celebrating reading together across the school community 

over the coming year. 

As we look to the year ahead, Pope Leo calls us to be people of hope, remembering that 

even the smallest actions can help change the world. The seeds of hope we plant are rooted 

in Catholic Social Teaching, which reminds us to care for one another, especially the most 



vulnerable, to work for justice, and to respect the dignity of every person. By living out the 

virtues each day—showing kindness, courage, patience and generosity—we can make a real 

difference in our school, our community and beyond. When we choose to act with love and 

hope, these small seeds can grow into something truly life-giving for others. 

Our Catholic Faith - Seeds of Hope 

 

As we look to the year ahead, Pope Leo calls us to be people of hope, remembering that 

even the smallest actions can help change the world. The seeds of hope we plant are rooted 

in Catholic Social Teaching, which reminds us to care for one another, especially the most 

vulnerable, to work for justice, and to respect the dignity of every person. By living out the 

virtues each day—showing kindness, courage, patience and generosity—we can make a real 



difference in our school, our community and beyond. When we choose to act with love and 

hope, these small seeds can grow into something truly life-giving for others. 

Faith Leaders 

It was a pleasure to meet with the Faith Leaders during Pupil Prepared Prayer Training 

yesterday. It was great to see the children plan their class prayer services, ready to lead them 

confidently by themselves later this week.  

 

 



 

Sunday Gospel 

 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went  up the hill. There he sat down and  was joined by his disciples. 

Then  he began to speak. This is what he  taught them: “How happy are the  poor in spirit; 

theirs is the kingdom  of heaven. Happy the gentle: they  shall have the earth for their 

heritage. Happy those  who mourn: they shall be comforted. Happy those  who hunger and 

thirst for what is right: they shall  be satisfied. Happy the merciful: they shall have  mercy 

shown them. Happy the pure in heart:  they shall see God. Happy the peacemakers: they  

shall be called sons of God. Happy those who  are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is 

the  kingdom of heaven. Happy are you when people  mistreat you and persecute you and 

speak all kinds  of slander against you on my account. Rejoice and  be glad, for your reward 

will be great in heaven.” 



As we reflect on the Gospel, we reflect on Jesus' teachings on what true happiness is about. 

The Beatitudes teach us that true happiness is not found in wealth, power or popularity, but 

in living as Jesus taught. They remind us that happiness comes from being kind and merciful, 

standing up for what is right, being peacemakers, and caring for those who are poor or 

suffering. When we choose humility, forgiveness and compassion, we grow closer to God 

and help bring hope and peace to others. The Beatitudes show us that true happiness comes 

from loving God and loving one another. 

 

“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you without leaving happier.” 

St Teresa of Calcutta 

RRSA - January Article 

 



 

RRSA Article of the Month – Article 19: The Right to be Safe and Protected from Harm 

Article 19 protects the right of every person to hold opinions freely and to seek, receive, and 

share information and ideas without interference. It emphasizes that freedom of thought 

and expression is essential for human dignity, democracy, and equality, and must be 

respected for people of all backgrounds and generations. 

This week we have stopped to remember 'Holocaust Memorial Day' - a time to remember 

the six million Jews and millions of other victims who were persecuted and murdered due to 

hatred, discrimination, and the denial of basic human rights. It reminds us of the dangers of 

silence, censorship, and intolerance, and the importance of standing up against injustice. 

Together, Article 19 and Holocaust Memorial Day teach us that freedom, truth, and human 

rights must be protected across all generations. Remembering the past helps ensure that 

future generations can live in a world where voices are not silenced and everyone is treated 

with dignity and respect. 

 

RRSA Steering Group Update  

Our RRSA Steering Group have been busy exploring ways to support our local community. 

They planned a successful ‘Dress to Impress’ day, encouraging children to bring in toiletries 

to donate to St Chad’s Sanctuary. We are incredibly grateful to our families for their 

kindness and generosity, and thank everyone for the wonderful donations received. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

The Steering Group continues to meet weekly, covering all aspects of the UNCRC. Most 

recently, the group have been looking at why the rights are important to them, producing 

some wonderful pieces of work that they shared. It was wonderful to discuss the rights that 

each child particularly like and why they feel they are important.   

 

The RRSA group have also planned and delivered a whole school assembly this month: 

‘Rosary is a Rights Respecting School’. The children have shared what is a Rights Respecting 

School and why the articles are important to each of us. The children spoke with eloquence 

about the work they have been doing to ensure that all children have access to the same 

rights that they find important in their own lives. We are all incredibly proud of their 

commitment and dedication to ensuring that all children have the rights that they are 

entitled to and to contribute towards achieving the global goals.   



 

Live Simply 

 

As a school we are committed to living simply by answering the call for us to care for our 

common home and stand in solidarity with our sisters and brothers around the world. 

We continue to collect cans, which will be recycled and the money raised, used to support 

local food banks. If you have any cans please don’t throw them away, bring them into school 

and put in the trolley at the front of the school. Miss Liebig has kindly agreed to bring the 

cans to the collection point each week. 

We continue to collect pre-loved uniform, that will be available for families at Reception. If 

you have any items of uniform that is in good condition, please bring to the school office. 

This can include coats, pumps and trainers 



Our Learning 

 

Nursery 

Nursery have had a wonderful time exploring the world of traditional tales. Our first two 

stories were The Three Little Pigs and Little Red Riding Hood. The children have thoroughly 

enjoyed a range of activities, including constructing their own houses, creating shopping lists 

and story maps, designing wanted posters, and even role-playing as the Big Bad Wolf.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Reception 

Reception have made a fantastic and energetic start to the new year and our classroom has 

been buzzing with curiosity, creativity and excitement! This half term our learning has been 

inspired by our themes Traditional Tales and Transport and Travel. Through much loved 

stories such as The Three Little Pigs, the children became builders and engineers, designing 

and constructing strong houses, while Goldilocks and the Three Bears sparked lots of fun as 

we made healthy porridge and even created a brand-new cosy bed for the bears.  

In Phonics, the children are making great progress as they continue to develop their sound 

knowledge and confidently apply it to their writing. We are so proud of the enthusiasm they 

show when writing words and simple sentences, and it has been wonderful to see their 

confidence grow. In Drawing Club, the children have been learning rich, exciting 



new vocabulary and using it confidently to create imaginative and detailed pictures. In 

Maths, we have been mastering number by subitising and exploring parts and wholes, 

helping children build a strong understanding of how numbers work. Our artistic side has 

flourished as we created beautiful natural pictures using found materials.  

In RE, we visited our Church and reflected on how this year has been declared the Year of 

the Seed of Hope, thinking carefully how we want to grow in love, kindness, 

patience, friendship and care for one another, just like seeds growing into something 

wonderful. Watch this space as we will soon be inviting parents in for a build a vehicle 

workshop and an exciting fairy tale feast in the forest. It has been a truly magical start 

to the term and we are so proud of the enthusiasm and joy the children bring to their 

learning every day. 

 

Year 1  

This term, Year 1 have been developing their mastery of numbers using a rekenrek, a hands-

on maths tool designed to build strong number sense and confidence with early calculation.  

The rekenrek (also known as an arithmetic rack) helps children to see numbers and number 

relationships rather than rely on counting. By sliding coloured beads, pupils explore how 

numbers are made up, recognise patterns of 5s and 10s, and develop efficient mental 

strategies for addition and subtraction.  

Through engaging activities such as “Show Me,” “How Many More to Make 10?” and 

number stories, children are learning to think flexibly about numbers and to explain their 

reasoning. They are also beginning to make clear connections between what they can see on 

the rekenrek, what they can say, and how they record numbers.  

Using the rekenrek has made maths lessons both visual and interactive, supporting our 

children in becoming confident, curious, and fluent young mathematicians!  



 

By sliding the coloured beads, we’ve been:  

     Seeing numbers in different ways  

     Making 10 and finding number bonds 

      Solving addition and subtraction problems  

     Talking about how we know our answers  

Year 2 

Year 2 have made a wonderful start to the new year and are eager and looking forward to 

learning. 

In Geography they have been enjoying learning about the oceans. The children have been 

exploring where the oceans are in the world and learning their names. They have even 

learnt a new song to help them to remember the names - Five Oceans Song 

They have discovered that oceans are large bodies of salt water and have shown curiosity 

and excitement when locating them on a map and on a globe. The children will continue to 

learn about how the oceans are important to our planet and how we can help look after 

them for our future. 

This week in Year 2, we have been busy learning how to write clear and helpful instructions, 

with a very important topic in mind – how to get a good night’s sleep! 

To inspire our writing, we enjoyed reading the stories Five Minutes’ Peace and Peace at Last. 

The children carefully wrote step-by-step instructions, thinking about bossy verbs, time 

words and clear sentences to help the reader follow their advice. They gave some brilliant 

tips, such as changing into pyjamas, having a calming story, and getting cosy before bed! 



 

In Religious Education, Year 2 have been learning about the Sacrament of Baptism and why 

it is such a special celebration in the Catholic faith. The children focused on the oils used 

during Baptism, learning about their meaning and importance. 

 

 

Year 3 

Our Year 3 Faith Leaders have been leading our class in Pupil Prepared Prayer Services over 

the past few weeks. 

 



We reflected on spending time with God, being present and putting distractions aside. We 

asked ourselves: how often do we truly speak to God?            

 

 

Metal everywhere… but why? Who put it there? We’re making predictions: is it there for 

protection, danger or for a giant made from iron? Let the mystery begin!  



 

Year 3 have been writing their own character descriptions linked to The Twits. I’m so proud 

of their final drafts and even more proud that they can already spot their ‘marvellous 

mistakes’ and think about how to improve next time. Keep going Year 3, amazing progress!  

 



 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been using their voices by interviewing people at home about a time when they 

experienced a difficult time and how they found hope.  



 

 

 

Year 5 



Year 5 have been busy this term thinking about how they can be 'Builders of Hope' in the 

year ahead. We have created displays with our mission for the year ahead!  

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 recently visited RAF Cosford as a conclusion to their history learning about WWII. 

Pupils got the chance to see a vast array of machines that were actually in service in WWII. A 

highlight was getting the chance to sit in a fighter plane cockpit!  



 

Year 6 have been busy with their writing thinking about topical issues that impact our local 

community. Please take some time to read our work! 

 



 

 



 

Sporting News 

 

The girls team have returned to action this month with a couple of friendly matches with St 

Barnabas Primary School. The girls played exciting games, showing great determination, 

teamwork, and skill throughout. They gave everything on the pitch and should be incredibly 

proud of their effort. The team are looking confident and ready as they prepare for the 

upcoming league fixtures.         



Attendance 

 

As a school we believe in the importance of attendance and work closely with Birmingham 

LA and parents to ensure that all children are in school every day. Research has shown that 

absence disrupts the education of the individual pupil and the whole class. Children who do 

not attend regularly: 

• do not achieve well in exams 

• find it difficult to maintain friendships 

• are more likely to become involved in crime 

• miss out on opportunities in further education and the world of work?  

We have recently had a number of families contact us about leave in term time. As you 

already know a 2013 amendment to The Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 2006, 

means that Head Teachers may no longer authorise leave during term time except where the 

circumstances are exceptional. This is in accordance with Birmingham Local Authority’s 

‘Leave in Term Time Guidance.’ If families choose to take leave in term time they may be 

subject to legal procedures. 

A letter has been sent out explaining attendance procedures and I would ask that you read 

it carefully and consider the implications if you chose to take children out of school during 

term time. We are aware that families have been fined by Birmingham LA and this can be 

a significant amount of money and we do not want to see our families in this situation. 

Birmingham has informed us that they have issued a fine of over £1400 to a family for 

taking children out of school for a holiday.  

Attendance Data for January 

Nursery            91% 

Rec D                97% 

Rec F                 97% 



Year 1C             96% 

Year 1R             96% 

Year 2H             94% 

Year 2G            93% 

Year 3D            96% 

Year 3S            94% 

Year 4W           95% 

Year 4O            96% 

Year 5M            95% 

Year 5L              94% 

Year 6D             95%  

Year 6S             96% 

 

Well done to all the classes during January, with attendance improving. A special mention to 

all the classes with attendance above 95% - Year 6S, 6D, 5M, 4O, 4W, 3D, 1R, 1C, Rec F and 

Rec D. This is our target so it is wonderful to see so many classes reaching this target. A 

special mention to Reception with both classes achieving 97%! What a marvellous 

achievement.   

Why Punctuality Matters — And What the DfE Says 

Punctuality is more than just arriving on time — it sets your child up for a calm and 

successful school day. When children arrive promptly, they don’t miss important morning 

routines or first lessons, and they start the day ready to learn. Even being just 5–15 minutes 

late regularly can add up to several days of lost learning time over a school year, which can 

affect progress and confidence in class.  

The Department for Education (DfE) makes clear in its statutory guidance that good 

attendance — including punctual arrival — is vital for children’s learning and wellbeing. 

Schools, families and local partners all have a role to play in supporting attendance.  

Attending school on time every day helps children: 

• build strong routines and good learning habits, 

• take full part in lessons and school life, 

• prepare for future expectations in secondary school and beyond. 



The DfE guidance emphasises that regular absence and lateness can reduce learning time 

and potentially lead to pupils falling behind their peers — and that schools and families 

should work together to keep attendance high. If a child is late this must be recorded as such 

on the register and if marked late after the register is closed it will impact on your child's 

attendance. 

As a school we offer a breakfast provision from 8.15am and open the gate from 8.30am so 

that children can settle in before the start of the day. 

 

If you child is unwell, we don't ask that you bring them in but that you contact school in the 

morning. 

E-safety tips from Mr Yasir 

 

 

JusTalk Kids Safety Settings & Parental Controls 

JusTalk Kids is a messaging and video calling app designed specifically for children. It allows 

safe communication between approved contacts only, and it’s often used by families to stay 

connected. However, parents still need to set it up correctly to ensure children are protected. 

We have included information explaining the safety settings available on JusTalk Kids, 

including new legal compliance checks, We also walk through every step of setup and safe 

usage. 

 

Age Rating & Child Safety Warning 

Age Rating: Rated 6+ with parental setup. 

Why It’s Not Suitable Without Supervision: Despite its child-friendly branding, JusTalk Kids 

can expose children to risks if contacts are not carefully approved or monitored. The app 

includes chat, video, and photo-sharing features, which could be misused if settings are not 

properly enabled. 



Age Assurance Status: JusTalk Kids does not currently use biometric or document-based 

age verification. It relies on parental device setup, making it non-compliant with the UK 

Online Safety Act, and the EU Digital Services Act (DSA) as of July 2025. 

 

Restrictions Available 

1. Contact Management 

• What it is: Children can only chat or call approved contacts. 

• Why it matters: Prevents strangers from initiating communication.  

2. No Public Search 

• What it is: Profiles aren’t discoverable publicly. 

• Why it matters: Blocks unknown users from locating your child’s account.  

3. No Ads or In-App Purchases 

• What it is: JusTalk Kids has no advertisements or payment prompts. 

• Why it matters: Reduces distraction and risk of accidental purchases.  

4. Photo & Video Sharing Controls 

• What it is: Parents can disable image/video sharing in chat. 

• Why it matters: Prevents the spread of sensitive content.  

 

Safety Settings and Why They Matter 

• Blocking & Reporting 

Why it matters: Essential if a contact behaves inappropriately. 

Setup: Tap the contact > Menu > Block/Report. 

Tip: Always check your child’s contact list monthly. 

  

• Profile Visibility 

Why it matters: Controls if the child’s profile is visible to others. 

Setup: Go to Settings > Profile Privacy > Set to “Private.” 

Tip: Keep this enabled at all times. 

  



• Chat Monitoring 

Why it matters: Lets parents view child conversations. 

Setup: Enabled via the parental app dashboard. 

Tip: Set up email alerts for chat summaries. 

  

• Screen Time Limits 

Why it matters: Prevents overuse and promotes balance. 

Setup: Use device settings or third-party parental control tools.  

  

Additional Features Parents Need to Know 

• Parental PIN / App Lock 

What it is: Some versions allow locking access behind a PIN. 

Why it matters: Prevents your child from changing settings. 

Setup: Check Settings > App Lock or your device’s app settings. 

  

• Data Storage & Privacy Policy 

What it is: Chats and calls may be stored on JusTalk’s servers. 

Why it matters: Knowing how long and where data is kept helps manage risks. 



Times Tables Rockstars 

 

TT Rockstars The Clash of The Classes  

  

We currently have an inter class competition to see which class participates the most in TT 

Rockstars.   

Parents please encourage your child to partake at least a couple of times a week – get on the 

devices to support their key learning in timetable facts.   

Over 20 pupils currently attend the Friday club – Ms Sharp is yet to beat the fastest fingers 

‘M’  



 

Top Ten 

1. Omeo Meek  

2. Ash Slim 

3. Jordan Bracht 

4. Chino Raines 

5. Strike Sulton  

6. Jojo Jean  

7. Jacob Delp 

8. Jordan Farmer 

9. Gregg Silent  

10. Travis Barrett 

Dates for the diary 

Monday 2nd February:          Year 5 trip to the Space Centre in Leicester 

Wednesday 4th February:     Year 5 PCSO Training 

                                                    Girls Football Match 

Thursday 5th February:           Pets as Therapy 



Tuesday 10th February:           HSBC Workshops (Y4 and Y6) 

Wednesday 11th February:     Year 5 PCSO Training 

                                                      Fr Hudson's workshop (Year 5) 

Thursday 12th February:           Coffee morning with WM Police 

                                                       Workshops (Year 5 and 6) 

                                                       Basketball Tournament 

                                                        School closes for half term 

Friday 13th February:                 School closed 

Monday 23rd February:             School re-opens after half term 

Tuesday 24th February:              Parkfield Sports Event 

Wednesday 25th February:        RRSA Accreditation 

                                                        Year 2 Sewing workshop 

Thursday 26th February:              Pets as Therapy 

Monday 2nd March:                      Year 3 and 4 Football Match 

Tuesday 3rd March:                      Year 5 PCSO Training 

Thursday 5th March:                     World Book Day 

Monday 9th March:                        Year 3 Trip 

Wednesday 11th March:                Science Day 

                                                            Parents Evening 

Thursday 12th March:                     Year 5 PCSO Training 

                                                             Year 2 Bonanza Workshop 

                                                             Pets as Therapy 

Friday 13th March:                            Year 5 Bonanza Workshop 

Wednesday 18th March:                  Parkfield Sports Event 

Friday 20th March:                            Year 5 PCSO Graduation 

 

Tuesday 24th March:                         Panathlon Group Ten Pin Challenge 

Thursday 26th March:                        Sports Festival at Nechells for Panathlon Group 



                                                                Music group performance at Birmingham Conservatoire 

Friday 27th March:                              Break up for Easter 

School Notices 

Earrings 

Can I please remind parents that children are only permitted to wear a small gold stud to 

school and these need to be removed for PE, in line with our Health and Safety policy. Thank 

you to all the parents who support school with this policy. 

  

Contact Details 

If any of your details have changed recently can we please ask that you contact the school 

office. This could be a change of address, or a change of phone number or perhaps a change 

in emergency contact details. We will then update our school records accordingly. If you 

wish to change the names of people on the pick-up list please contact the school office. 

  

School Website 

Please refer to the website to find out information about the school and events that are 

taking place in school. It is possible to sync the school calendar to your mobile phone. 

  

Parking Arrangements 

We have been fortunate to have secured arrangements to use the Mosque car park. The 

carpark will be open for parents to use from 8.30am until 9.15am each morning and from 

2.45pm until 3.45pm every afternoon except Friday. Can we once again stress the 

importance of using this facility rather than parking on pavements, blocking gates and using 

the corner of roads. DO NOT USE THE CHURCH CARPARK FOR PARKING. 

Once again we have a number of cars that are being parked in such a way that may endanger 

the lives of children including double parking. The police have issued a number of tickets to 

drivers and will continue to monitor parking and driving on Bridge Road. If you see anyone 

parking or driving dangerously you can take a picture and share on the website below. 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/ 

This can be used to prosecute drivers.  

  

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/


Free School Meals 

If you feel your child is entitled to free school meals please contact Mrs Kennedy and she will 

do an online search. This will enable families to access HAF events free of charge during the 

holidays.  

Play Equipment 

Can I please remind parents that the play equipment is not for use at the end of the day 

especially by young children. Please keep your children with you and don’t allow them to 

use as we do not have adults to supervise and there is a risk of accidents happening.  

  

Early Help Offer 

Please remember to visit our Early Help Offer on the school webpage where you will find 

information about the support we can offer as a school. If at any point you need additional 

support please see myself, Mrs Banks or any member of our pastoral team.  

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/ 

  

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about a child please contact a member of our safeguarding team. 

Information can be found on our webpage. 

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/ 

  

My Family Coach 

There are times when we all need help with parenting. My Family Coach is a free online 

service with lots of videos and advice on how to support children at each stage of their 

development. Please take some time to view the resources available to support with the 

many challenges of parenting.https://www.myfamilycoach.com/ 

Community Notices 

How to protect yourself and your family from measles 

What is measles? 

There have been recent cases of measles across the West Midlands. Measles is highly 

infectious and can lead to serious health complications, especially in children under 1, 

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/
https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.myfamilycoach.com/


pregnant women, and people with a weakened immune system. Birmingham faces higher 

risks of measles spreading as fewer people have had both doses of the immunisation 

What are the symptoms of measles? 

Measles usually starts with cold-like symptoms. The first symptoms of measles include: 

a high temperature a runny or blocked nose sneezing a cough red, sore, watery eyes 

A rash usually appears a few days after the cold-like symptoms. The rash starts on the face 

and behind the ears before spreading to the rest of the body. Some people may also get 

small spots in their mouth, particularly inside the cheeks and on the back of the lips. To learn 

more about symptoms, visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/. 

What should you do if you or your child has suspected measles? 

If your child develops symptoms, urgently contact your GP. Please contact the surgery by 

telephone before visiting and tell the reception staff that you think that your child may have 

measles. Do not attend the surgery unless you are asked to, nor should you attend A&E. The 

doctor will advise on what to do, and will make special arrangements to see your child so 

that if they have measles, they won’t pass it on to others. 

How can you protect yourself and your family from measles? 

The MMRV immunisation, which has now replaced the MMR immunisation, helps protect 

children against measles, mumps, rubella and chickenpox (varicella). 

Children are offered two doses when they are 12 and 18 months old as part of the NHS 

immunisation schedule. Older children, born on or after 1st January 2020, will be offered 

one or two doses of MMRV. 

A pork-free version of the MMRV immunisation, called Priorix-Tetra, is also available at all GP 

surgeries. 

The MMRV immunisation is safe, effective, and free of charge. It does NOT cause autism – 

numerous studies have proven there is no link between the immunisation and autism. 

The MMR vaccine is still available for older children and adults born on or before 31st 

December 2019 who were not vaccinated against measles, mumps and rubella when they 

were younger. 



 

For more information on the MMRV immunisation, scan this QR code or visit 

https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/mmrv-vaccine/ 
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