
 

The Rosary School Newsletter 

 

November Newsletter  

It’s been a busy and exciting few weeks in school. We recently took part in Anti-Bullying 

Week, where pupils engaged in important discussions and activities promoting kindness and 

respect. Our workshops were also a great success, giving students valuable hands-on 

learning experiences. This was a wonderful opportunity for parents to engage with the 

children and to create hearts showing our care and love for every member of our community.  

Looking ahead, we are excited for Vocations Week next week, when children will explore 

who God is calling them to be. We have planned many exciting visitors to share their own 

stories of how they have been called to love and serve and how this has impacted their lives. 

We have also begun our early preparations for the Christmas season, with lots of festive 

learning and events to come. 



Our Catholic Faith - We Remember 

 

During the month of November, our Catholic faith invites us into a special time of 

remembrance and gratitude.  Throughout the month we have held in prayer all those who 



have gone before us—family members, friends, mentors, and members of our community 

who helped shape our lives and our faith. 

As we reflect on their memory, we also turn our hearts to the saints. Their lives of courage, 

compassion, and fidelity remind us that holiness is possible for each one of us. The saints 

show us what it looks like to live the Gospel every day, in ordinary moments and 

extraordinary challenges. Their example encourages us to follow Christ more closely, to act 

with love, and to trust in God’s presence in our own journeys. 

November becomes, then, not only a month of remembrance but also one of inspiration—

giving thanks for lives well lived, and renewing our hope in the communion of saints who 

accompany us still. 

Sunday Gospel 

 

The people stayed there before the cross  watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they  jeered at 

him. “He saved others,” they  said, “let him save himself if he is the  Christ of God, the 

Chosen One.” The  soldiers mocked him too, and when they  approached to offer him 

vinegar they said, “If you are  the King of the Jews, save yourself.” Above him there  was an 

inscription: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ One  of the criminals hanging there abused him. 

“Are you  not the Christ?” he said. “Save yourself and us as  well.” But the other spoke up 

and rebuked him. “Have  you no fear of God at all?” he said. “You received the  same 

sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved  it: we are paying for what we did. But this 

man has  done nothing wrong. Jesus,” he said, “remember  me when you come into your 

kingdom.” “Indeed, I  promise you,” Jesus replied, “today you will be with  me in paradise. 

This Sunday we celebrate the feast of Christ the King and when we read this scripture we 

think about the kingship of Jesus. Jesus'  kingship was not one of worldly power, but  rather 

one of love and mercy. Jesus forgave those who crucified  him and showed mercy to the 

criminal who was truly sorry. That same offer is there for us today, to share in the kingdom 

of heaven.  



Jubilee Year of Hope 

 

Pilgrims of Hope Journey  

During October, as part of our Pilgrims of Hope journey, we turned to Mary, the patron of 

our school, and took part in special prayer services dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary. The 

month was filled with meaningful moments of reflection, thanksgiving, and celebration. A 

particular highlight was welcoming our parents to join us in these prayerful gatherings, 

making the experience even more special for our school community. 

We also came together as a community of faith to celebrate this year ’s Harvest Festival with 

gratitude and generosity. As well as  giving thanks for all we have received we shared food 

donations with St Chad’s Sanctuary to support those in need across Birmingham. Members 

of our faith council had the opportunity to visit the sanctuary and see first-hand the 

difference our contributions make. The visit highlighted the compassion, dignity, and hope 

offered through this vital work, and reminded us of the impact we can have when we care 

for others. Our Harvest celebration was not only a time of thanksgiving, but also a 

meaningful expression of our faith in action. 

During November, our Remembrance  focal point invited us to pause and remember all 

those who bravely fought and gave their lives in times of war. As part of our Year of Jubilee, 

we reflect with gratitude and hope, remembering their courage, sacrifice, and love for 

others. The poppies displayed across our school serve as a powerful reminder that, even in 

sorrow, there is always hope and light for the future. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Father Hudson's Caritas 

We were delighted to welcome Emily from Father Hudson’s Caritas, who is working with 

each year group throughout the year to explore some of the challenges faced by vulnerable 

people in our communities. 

Emily began her project with Year 3, leading a thoughtful discussion about homelessness. It 

was a truly inspiring afternoon the children were deeply engaged and eager to begin their 

journey of helping those in need. As we are reminded through our faith, we are called to 

serve!      



 

 



 

Anti-bullying Week 

 



We have had a wonderful week exploring how we can all use our power for good as part of 

Anti-Bullying Week. We were delighted to welcome parents into our classrooms to help us 

create our beautiful Heart Pledges, sharing the many ways we can “let our light shine” 

(Matthew 5:16). 

 

It was truly special to see our pupils and parents working together, spreading kindness, 

positivity, and love throughout our school community. Thank you to everyone who joined us 

and helped make the week so meaningful!  

 

 



 



RRSA - November Article 

 

 

RRSA Article of the Month – Article 19: The Right to be Safe and Protected from Harm 

This month, our RRSA focus is Article 19: "Every child has the right to be protected from 

being hurt, and to be kept safe." 

During the last week we have been thinking about anti-bullying and how we are each called 

to be a power for good.  We have considered how we can develop positive relationships in 

school based on dignity and respect, take a proactive approach to preventing bullying and 

also support people who have faced or are facing bullying.  

There are a number of articles that link to Anti-Bullying Week including Article 2, which 

states that the convention applies to all children without discrimination, Article 12 which 

says that children’s views should be taken seriously in all decisions that affect them, Article 



13 which says that children have the right to express their thoughts and opinions and 

especially Article 19 which says that all children should be protected from violence and 

abuse. 

During our workshops we have learned how Article 19 applies to our lives and how we can 

help keep ourselves and others safe. 

 

Our RRSA steering group have been busy examining the Global Goals for Sustainability and 

sharing their learning with members of the community. The group have shared why so many 

people live in poverty and go hungry and are encouraging the school to take steps to support 

children around the world. The children have invited parents and governors to get involved 

so that the message is shared! 

 



 

 

Live Simply 

 



As a school we are committed to living simply by answering the call for us to care for our 

common home and stand in solidarity with our sisters and brothers around the world. 

As we begin to look towards Advent we are thinking about how we can live in solidarity with 

our brothers and sisters and in particular the poor. During Advent we will be looking at 

opportunities to look after the poor locally and globally. There will be opportunities for 

prayer in school and we warmly invite parents to join us for year group prayer services 

during Advent. There will also be an opportunity to contribute to our reverse advent 

calendar for those in need locally and to raise money for the CAFOD. Your support is greatly 

appreciated.  

We continue to have pre-loved uniform and coats available for families. All uniform is 

available at a nominal cost. 

Our Learning 

 

Year 1 

What marvellous mathematicians we have in Year 1. The children have been busy using the 

Concrete–Pictorial–Abstract (CPA) approach to develop a deeper understanding of maths. 

Have a look at the wonderful work that the children have completed.   

Our Year 1 pupils have shown great enthusiasm and determination as they worked to 

develop their hockey and football skills. It’s been fantastic to see their confidence grow as 



they take on new challenges, encourage one another, and celebrate their progress. They’re 

really starting to understand the importance of playing fairly and having fun together. Well 

done to all of Year 1 for their hard work and positive attitude this term, we’re excited to see 

how their skills continue to improve in the coming months and we can’t wait to see what 

they achieve next! 

 

 



 

Year 2 

Year 2 have been learning all about the features of a letter. We looked closely at what makes 

a great letter — from using greetings and sign-offs to writing in full sentences and including 

lots of detail.  

To put our learning into practice, we wrote our very own letters to Super worm! The children 

had so much fun thinking about how Super worm helps others and sharing their own ideas 

and questions for him. Our classrooms were full of creativity, kind messages, and wriggly 

worm-inspired writing!  

Well done, Year 2 — we’re sure Super worm would be very proud of your super letters!      

 



 

As part of Anti-Bullying Week, we were also delighted to welcome parents into school for 

our special workshop. It was wonderful to see children and families working together to 

share ideas about kindness, respect, and how we can all be good friends to one 

another.     ♥      

 

 

Year 3 

It has been an incredibly busy few weeks in Year 3.  As part of our work for the Catholic Life 

Journals, we have been reflecting on two very special themes. We took time to remember all 

who have lost their lives in war and those who continue to serve for peace, keeping their 

courage and sacrifice in our hearts. We also learned about Saint Jerome, whose kindness to 

the lion reminds us to be gentle, brave and full of faith in our everyday lives. 



 

 

In History, Year 3 have travelled back to the Neolithic period!              They created their own 

villages complete with water, fire, and homes built from natural materials, just like early 

settlers. A fantastic project with Miss N, full of creativity and discovery!           



 

 

 

Year 3 stumbled upon something very mysterious in the playground this week… Was it an 

egg? Or something far stranger? It pulsed with a curious glow, as if it held a secret waiting to 



be discovered. The air seemed to shimmer with excitement as Mr. D burst into our lesson 

with astonishing news, a mysterious egg had landed in our playground! 

Glimmering with an unearthly light, it sparked our imaginations and inspired us to write 

urgent letters to Alien HQ to report our incredible discovery. We’ve been busy drafting, 

editing, and sending off our letters  and now we wait eagerly for a reply!              

 



 

 

Year 4  

The learning has continued in Year 4 with the children learning about the special vocations 

of Moses and David and considered how they are called to live in the example of Christ in 



their everyday lives. They considered how Christ’s teachings can inspire their own choices 

and actions—showing kindness, standing up for what is right, and helping others. 

 

 



 

Year 6 

As November is the Month of All Saints and Remembrance day the pupils in Year 6 have 

created poems to help focus their thoughts and empathise with the plight of others. This has 

drawn together many areas of the pupils learning as in English they have been studying the 

war time book ‘Good Night Mr Tom’.  Work has continued across all areas of the curriculum 

with the children learning all about World War II in History. Year 6D shared all they had 

learnt with the school and their families during their recent class assembly. Over the coming 

weeks they will be visiting RAF Cosford as part of their wider learning and are very much 

looking forward to this opportunity. In Art the children have successfully recreated ‘The 

Scream’ painting by Edward Munch using the media of photography.  Have a look at the 

images created - what budding artists we have in Year 6. 

 



 

 

 



Sporting News 

 

Children from Years 3 - 6 recently took part in the RISE Gymnastics event organised by 

Central Sports Partnership. Everyone had a great time and learned some great new skills. We 

are looking forward to many more opportunities over the year to take part in sporting 

activities where we can learn new skills. 

 

 



 

 

Attendance 

 

As a school we believe in the importance of attendance and work closely with Birmingham 

LA and parents to ensure that all children are in school every day. Research has shown that 

absence disrupts the education of the individual pupil and the whole class. Children who do 

not attend regularly: 

• do not achieve well in exams 

• find it difficult to maintain friendships 



• are more likely to become involved in crime 

• miss out on opportunities in further education and the world of work?  

We have recently had a number of families contact us about leave in term time. As you 

already know a 2013 amendment to The Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 2006, 

means that Head Teachers may no longer authorise leave during term time except where the 

circumstances are exceptional. This is in accordance with Birmingham Local Authority’s 

‘Leave in Term Time Guidance.’ If families choose to take leave in term time they may be 

subject to legal procedures. 

A letter has been sent out explaining attendance procedures and I would ask that you read 

it carefully and consider the implications if you chose to take children out of school during 

term time. We are aware that families have been fined by Birmingham LA and this can be 

a significant amount of money and we do not want to see our families in this situation. 

Birmingham has informed us that a number of fines have been issued to families because 

of holidays. 

 

The DfE Guidance states that penalty notices can include lateness after the register closes. 

Please ensure your child is in school on time and ready to learn every day. 

National threshold when it is appropriate to issue a penalty notice   

 All state funded schools must consider whether a penalty notice for absence is 

appropriate in each individual case where one of their pupils reaches the national 

threshold for considering a penalty notice. Schools should not have a blanket position of 

issuing or not issuing penalty notices and should make judgements on each individual case 

to ensure fairness and consistency across the country. The threshold is 10 sessions of 

unauthorised absence in a rolling period of 10 school weeks. A school week means any 

week in which there is at least one school session. This can be met with any combination 

of unauthorised absence (e.g. 4 sessions of holiday taken in term time plus 6 sessions of 

arriving late after the register closes all within 10 school weeks). These sessions can be 

consecutive (e.g. 10 sessions of holiday in one week) or not (e.g. 6 sessions of 

unauthorised absence taken in 1 week and 1 per week for the next 4 weeks). The period of 

10 school weeks can also span different terms or school years (e.g. 2 sessions of 

unauthorised absence in the Summer Term and a further 8 within the Autumn Term). 



 

 

Attendance Data for October 

Nursery            86% 

Rec D                88% 



Rec F                91% 

Year 1C            97% 

Year 1R            94% 

Year 2G            93% 

Year 2H            97% 

Year 3D           95% 

Year 3S            97% 

Year 4O           93% 

Year 4W           94% 

Year 5L             96% 

Year 5M           97% 

Year 6D            97%  

Year 6S            90% 

 

Well done to all those classes above 95%. Lets see if we can get every class above 95% in 

November and December.  

E-safety tips from Mr Yasir 

 

E-Safety Reminder: Keeping Children Safe on Roblox 

Roblox is a popular online gaming platform for many children, offering creativity, social play, 

and fun. However, because it is an online environment, it’s important for families to stay 

aware of the risks and take simple steps to keep children safe. 

Key Tips for Parents: 



• Check Privacy Settings: Ensure your child’s account is set to the appropriate age so 

that Roblox automatically applies safer settings. You can also restrict who can chat or 

join your child in games. 

• Enable Parental Controls: Use Roblox’s parental controls to limit interactions, block 

inappropriate content, and manage spending on in-game purchases. 

• Talk About Online Behaviour: Remind your child never to share personal information, 

including their real name, school, location, or passwords. 

• Be Aware of In-Game Chat: Even with filters, inappropriate messages can sometimes 

slip through. Encourage children to tell you if something makes them uncomfortable. 

• Monitor Play: When possible, take an interest in the games your child plays. Playing 

together can help you understand the platform and spot any concerns early. 

• Report and Block: Show your child how to use the report and block features if they 

encounter unsafe behaviour or unsuitable content. 

By staying involved and having regular conversations about online safety, we can help 

children enjoy Roblox in a safe and positive way. 

Safety 

  

     Home Safety Reminder: Hot Drinks 

Hot drinks are a common cause of preventable burns—especially among young children, 

older adults, and anyone with limited mobility. A moment of distraction can lead to serious 

injuries, so a few simple precautions go a long way. 

Key Tips for Preventing Burns 

• Keep cups out of reach of children—avoid placing mugs near edges of tables or 

counters. 

• Use travel mugs with lids when moving around the home to reduce spills and 

splashes. 

• Avoid carrying hot drinks and children at the same time, even briefly. 

• Check water temperature when using kettles, instant boilers, or hot-water taps. 

• Create “no-go zones” around cooking and beverage-prep areas for kids and pets. 

• Let drinks cool before serving, especially to children or vulnerable adults. 



• Be mindful of cords from kettles or mug warmers—keep them short and away from 

edges. 

If a burn happens: 

 Cool the area with cool running water for 20 minutes, remove tight items like rings, and 

seek medical advice if the burn is large, blistered, or affects the face, hands, or a child. 

Times Tables Rockstars 

 

Well done to all the children who are taking part in our Times Table Rock Stars competition. 

A special mention to 3S with 86% of pupils playing during the last month.  

Times Table Rockstars is a great app to use with the children as they learn their times tables 

in a fun and interactive way.  



Every week we will celebrate the children who are successful – it may be that they are in the 

top 10 scorers, it may be most improved, it may be for certificates achieved. 

If you need any further details please speak to your child’s teacher.  

Check out our Top Ten and have a look at the speed they are now working at and all the 

rewards they have collected.  

 

School Notices 

Earrings 

Can I please remind parents that children are only permitted to wear a small gold stud to 

school and these need to be removed for PE, in line with our Health and Safety policy. Thank 

you to all the parents who support school with this policy. 

  

Contact Details 

If any of your details have changed recently can we please ask that you contact the school 

office. This could be a change of address, or a change of phone number or perhaps a change 

in emergency contact details. We will then update our school records accordingly. If you 

wish to change the names of people on the pick-up list please contact the school office. 

  

School Website 

Please refer to the website to find out information about the school and events that are 

taking place in school. It is possible to sync the school calendar to your mobile phone. 



  

Parking Arrangements 

We have been fortunate to have secured arrangements to use the Mosque car park. The 

carpark will be open for parents to use from 8.30am until 9.15am each morning and from 

2.45pm until 3.45pm every afternoon except Friday. Can we once again stress the 

importance of using this facility rather than parking on pavements, blocking gates and using 

the corner of roads. DO NOT USE THE CHURCH CARPARK FOR PARKING. 

Once again we have a number of cars that are being parked in such a way that may endanger 

the lives of children including double parking. The police have issued a number of tickets to 

drivers and will continue to monitor parking and driving on Bridge Road. If you see anyone 

parking or driving dangerously you can take a picture and share on the website below. 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/ 

This can be used to prosecute drivers.  

  

Free School Meals 

If you feel your child is entitled to free school meals please contact Mrs Kennedy and she will 

do an online search. This will enable families to access HAF events free of charge during the 

holidays.  

Play Equipment 

Can I please remind parents that the play equipment is not for use at the end of the day 

especially by young children. Please keep your children with you and don’t allow them to 

use as we do not have adults to supervise and there is a risk of accidents happening.  

  

Early Help Offer 

Please remember to visit our Early Help Offer on the school webpage where you will find 

information about the support we can offer as a school. If at any point you need additional 

support please see myself, Mrs Banks or any member of our pastoral team.  

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/ 

  

Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about a child please contact a member of our safeguarding team. 

Information can be found on our webpage. 

https://nextbase.co.uk/national-dash-cam-safety-portal/
https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/early-help-offer/


https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/ 

  

My Family Coach 

There are times when we all need help with parenting. My Family Coach is a free online 

service with lots of videos and advice on how to support children at each stage of their 

development. Please take some time to view the resources available to support with the 

many challenges of parenting.https://www.myfamilycoach.com/ 

Open Day for Nursery and Reception 2026  

 

We are holding an open afternoon for new parents on Monday 1st December at 2pm. Please 

share with family members and neighbours. This will be an opportunity to see the EYFS in 

action and to understand what the school has to offer new families.  

Thank you! 

https://www.rosaryrc.bham.sch.uk/safeguarding/
https://www.myfamilycoach.com/


Dates for your diary 

 



Community Notices 
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